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Virginia Organizations Responding to AIDS




CRYSTAL METH and HIV 

Item 316 # 15 h - Delegate John O’Bannon

Item 293 # 1 s - Senator Ralph Northam

What is Crystal Meth?

· Methamphetamine is illegal, easy to make & creates a euphoric high for the user.

· This drug can be injected, snorted, smoked, or inserted in suppository form.

· Individuals in this highly aroused and energetic state are less likely to act with regard to their own safety or the safety of others.

· Risk of contracting HIV increases through behaviors associated with this drug!
Is Meth use a problem in Virginia?

· The number of Virginians in rehabilitative care as a result of methamphetamine use has more than doubled since 2000 -- from 67,580 to 152,368 in 2005.

· Methamphetamine production and use is present across all regions of Virginia.

· Methamphetamine labs are prone to fires and explosions due to the dangerous chemicals used in the production of the drug.

· Increased use of the drug in Virginia has lead to programs like Virginia Meth Watch to limit access to over-the-county drugs used to make methamphetamine.

What can the Commonwealth of Virginia do?

· Virginians ask for the allocation of $250,000 to the Virginia Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services (DMHMRSAS) to target programs in areas where Crystal Meth use is high, placing more people at risk of contracting HIV.

For more information, please contact:      Sue Rowland, Executive Director

Virginia Organizations Responding to AIDS (VORA)

24 East Cary Street, Suite 100

Richmond, VA  23219

SRowland@VORAonline.org
(804) 565-1604

Today there are about 24,000 Virginians Are Living with HIV/AIDS.

The Virginia Department of Health reports that on June 30, 2007,

18,814 Virginians were known to be living with HIV / AIDS.

But another third have HIV and don’t know.

This disease is still spreading.

Every single day this year, another 2-3 Virginians will test positive.

A SIMPLE STRATEGY TO ACHIEVE RESULTS 

Because HIV is preventable disease.

• $250,000 GF each year – Allocated to DMHMRSAS with instructions to target programs into areas where Crystal Meth use is documented, putting persons at risk of HIV transmission.

Crystal meth is used by individuals of all ages and is increasingly gaining in popularity as a party drug. One study suggests that nearly 5 percent of high school seniors in the United States used crystal meth at least once in their lifetime and 3 percent used the drug in the past year. 

Crystal meth users expose themselves to additional risks, including contracting HIV, hepatitis B and C, and other blood-borne viruses.

• $250,000 GF each year — Allocated to VDH with instructions to expand prevention programs for youth in selected, targeted localities where the rate of infection among persons under 25 years of age is higher than the state’s overall rate for that same group.

Last year, the 5 year annualized incidence rate of new HIV or AIDS diagnosis per 100,000 young people was 6.1. 

This year, the rate is up to 7.3.  We are failing our youth! 

Every young person newly infected with HIV is another one too many. 
� National Drug Intelligence Center, Methamphetamine, Chart 5, p.23, National Drug Threat Assessment 2008





