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Virginia Organizations Responding to AIDS




Youth and HIV Prevention Programs

Item 293  #2 h -- Del. John O’Bannon

Item 293  #2 s – Sen. Henry Marsh
THE PROBLEM:

HIV is still spreading every day – Rates of infection among young people is NOT declining. 

Since 2002, EVERY health district has had at least 1 new case of HIV/AIDS among youth.

Last year, the 5 year annualized rate of infection among youth (0-24 years old) was 6.1.  

This year the rate has increased to 7.3.  

THE SOLUTION:

Fund two to four specifically designed, intensive prevention programs that are targeted to health districts where the annual RATE of infection among youth (under 25) are HIGHER than the Annual State Infection Rate of 7.3 / 100,000 young people
THESE TWELVE of 35 health districts have HIGHER rates –

	1. Portsmouth
	26.5
	2. Alexandria
	26.4

	3. Norfolk
	22.6
	4. Richmond City
	21.7

	5. Crater (Petersburg)
	14.7
	6. Arlington
	13.7

	7. Western Tidewater
	12.5
	8. Roanoke City
	10.9*

	9. Peninsula
	10.4
	10. Hampton
	10.0

	11. Henrico
	9.4
	12. Chesapeake
	8.4


* Roanoke’s rate is not available this year.  The rate is last year’s rate.

Social Marketing Prevention programs, when done correctly, are proven. And many are sanctioned by CDC as effective in selling a change of behavior to young people – and just like selling anything – social marketing programs must use a variety of approaches – 

By targeting these programs in just a few districts, VDH can test out how well these programs work in Virginia, and use that capital to point at the districts with the highest infection rates.

VDH is familiar with Social Marketing – VDH would put out a request for interest among these 12 health districts, and select from the proposals that seem most promising.

Successful programs include the private sector, non-profits, as well as the public health centers.

Today there are about 24,000 Virginians Are 

Living with HIV/AIDS.

The Virginia Department of Health reports that on June 30, 2007,

18,814 Virginians were known to be living with HIV / AIDS.

But another third have HIV and don’t know.

This disease is still spreading.

Every single day this year, another 2-3 Virginians will test positive.

A SIMPLE STRATEGY TO ACHIEVE RESULTS 

Because HIV is preventable disease.

• $250,000 GF each year — Allocated to VDH with instructions to expand prevention programs for youth in selected, targeted localities where the rate of infection among persons under 25 years of age is higher than the state’s overall rate for that same group.

Last year, the 5 year annualized incidence rate of new HIV or AIDS diagnosis per 100,000 young people was 6.1. 

This year, the rate is up to 7.3.  We are failing our youth! 

Every young person newly infected with HIV is another one too many. 

• $250,000 GF each year – Allocated to DMHMRSAS with instructions to target programs into areas where Crystal Meth use is documented, putting persons at risk of HIV transmission. (Patroned by Del. O’Bannon & Sen. Northam)
Crystal meth is used by individuals of all ages and is increasingly gaining in popularity as a party drug. One study suggests that nearly 5 percent of high school seniors in the United States used crystal meth at least once in their lifetime and 3 percent used the drug in the past year. 

Crystal meth users expose themselves to additional risks, including contracting HIV, hepatitis B and C, and other blood-borne viruses.



Call Sue Rowland at 703-626-7392 or SRowland@VORAOnline.org for more information.


