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Virginia Organizations Responding to AIDS




           HIV is 100% Preventable

                       

      2010 Legislative Program

21,114 Virginians were living with HIV on June 30, 2009.

	About 1,200 new cases of HIV occur every year in Virginia.

	Emphasize PREVENTION
	The state’s prevention programs are small, scattered, inconsistently available, and constantly struggling to maintain funding.  Efforts must be made to decrease the number of new cases each year.

	Incorporate HIV Treatment Medications            Into Prevention Strategies
	Maintain state and federal funding for AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP) and the State Pharmaceutical Assistance Program (SPAP) to ensuring that all HIV-positive Virginians without private health insurance can adhere to medication treatment.  Treatment is key to better health for that person and key to preventing the spread of the virus to others.

	Restore Anonymous 

HIV Testing
	Restore anonymous HIV testing sites throughout the state to allow access to testing by persons who fear the stigma of HIV and would otherwise avoid testing, and therefore, effective treatment of the virus.

	Assure access to HIV testing and treatment
	Reject legislation that imposes rules upon licensed health professionals that interfere with the doctor-patient relationship.  Proposals that require health providers to notify a parent or legal guardian when a minor seeks testing for HIV or for treatment only discourage young people from seeking professional advise and counsel when it may be needed most. 

	Target Youth In HIV Prevention
	Allocate $250.000 GF to the Department of Health (VDH), with specific instructions to use proven programs of HIV prevention in youth, in key areas where the rate of new infection among young people 25 years and younger is higher than the rate statewide.


For more information about HIV, AIDS, the data, and positions included in this paper, or about VORA, please contact Sue Rowland, Exec. Director -- 703-626-7392 or www.VORAonline.org

� VDH Office of Epidemiology – Division of Disease Prevention, Quarterly Surveillance Report, 2nd Quarter 2009, Tables 1, 2 and 3.






